cause of infertility in Nigerian females based on gynaecological practice at Ife University Teaching Hospital Complex (IUTHC), Ile-Ife, Nigeria was investigated. A retrospective study from August 1981 to May 1986 on infertility cases that had laparoscopy was carried out. Of these cases that had laparoscopy, 104/130 (80%) were for infertility, 10/130 This report presents our experience with laparascopy in establishing a definite diagnosis in patients with pelvic pain and unexplained infertility. From January 1983 to August 1986 we reviewed 220 diagnostic laparoscopic procedures. Ninety-four laparoscopies were performed due to pelvic pain and 126 due to unexplained infertility. In 74 patients with unexplained infertility, fluid from the pouch of douglas was aspirated and cytologic analysis was done.
A definitive diagnosis was obtained with laparoscopy in 88% of the patients with pelvic pain. Endometriosis was found in 95% of the total cases while in the cases with unexplained infertility endometriosis was found in 35%. Fluid cytology showed endometrial cells in 98.8% of the patients with macroscopic findings of endometriosis and in 28.38% of the cases without macroscopic findings.
In both patient groups laparoscopy provided us with unsuspected information as well as important and sufficient data to establish diagnosis and plan treatment.
